CHAPTER XI

NEW GUINEA
1   Physical and Climatic

NEW GUINEA is a great undeveloped territory lying
close to the Equator and extending in a south easterly
direction for a total length of nearly 1 500 miles   Its greatest

FIG 40   COASTAL HILLSIDES NEW GUINEA
Not all of New Guinea is forested  In the Milne Bay area hills
covered with kunai grass three to ten feet high fall sheer to the
water
width is about 500 miles' It embraces an area of 300000
square males about the same area as that of New South
Wales It is wholly tropical in character and possesses
every variety of topography from low lying swamps to
lowering mountain summits 15 000 feet above sea level A
!j0Hj*iepc mountain system runs east west across the island
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